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AKWAABA 
Weaving Unity between Bonwire and Staten Island 
The Newhouse Center for Contemporary Art, The Council on the Arts & 
Humanities for Staten Island and The Staten Island Immigrant Council are proud to 
present AKWAABA: Weaving Unity between Bonwire and Staten Island. An 
opening reception will be held on November 6 from 3:00 to 5:00pm. The 
reception will feature music by Ghanaian, DJ Dan. 
 
AKWAABA, welcome in Ghanaian, is a multi-media presentation of indigenous 
Kente cloth and the art of weaving on a traditional loom built  
on Staten Island. The exhibition traces the history, origin and cultural significance 
of an extraordinary textile tradition that dates back to the seventeenth century.  The 
unique story of how Bonwire weaving came to Staten Island is told through video 
and photographs that document a family of tradition bearers that recently 
immigrated to the area, which include Anthony Oti Kegya, Francis Marfo and Nana 
Adu-Bofour. 
 
Bonwire, Ghana is the birthplace of the Kente cloth.  Ghanaians often explain that, 
“Bonwire is to Kente cloth, as steel is to Pittsburgh.” One of the exhibition’s 
highlights is the loom built by Staten Island carpenter, David Riccardi, in 
collaboration with tradition bearers from Bonwire, Ghana. 
 
Public Programs  

Weaving Demonstration: Saturday, November 20, 2pm-4pm 
Weaving Demonstration: Saturday, December 4, 2pm-4pm 
Weaving Demonstration: Saturday, December 11, 2pm-4pm 
Weaving Demonstration: Saturday, December 18, 2pm-4pm 
 

Ghana Independence Day: Sunday, March 6 
 
Organized by Samuel Owusu-Sekyere, Staten Island Immigrant Council and 
Christopher J. Mulé, Folklorist, COAHSI/Council on the Arts & Humanities for 
Staten Island. 
 

# # # 

Support for AKWAABA provided by a JPMorgan Chase Regrant in partnership with the 
COAHSI/Council on the Arts & Humanities for Staten Island. Additional support provided by 
the Samuel I. Newhouse Foundation. Programming support during the exhibit is made 
possible by public funds from the New York State Council on the Arts, celebrating 50 years 
of building strong, creative communities in New York State’s 62 counties. 

DIRECTIONS Via mass transit from Manhattan, take the 1 to South Ferry, 4/5 to Bowling 
Green or R/W to White Hall. Exit and walk south to blue neon Staten Island terminal to take 
free ferry. After landing take the S40 bus at Gate D to travel along Richmond Terrace, less 
than a 10-minute ride. Let the bus driver know that you want to get off at Snug Harbor. 
 

                             



   

   

     



 

 

 


